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FORMER NAZIS LIVE WELL XN EABT UERMANY
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PORMER NAZIS LIVL WLl IN 2AST GERMANY

Por former Bazis, 1ifu umier one kind of dietatorship
is very much the ssme as wvyxler another. This precept appears
to be confirmed by the recrmt publieation by a refugee law-
yers' assoclatien in West Gorminy of 2 list of some 150 for-
mer high-renking Nazis who ure nos contentedly working In
positions of trust for the Comwrnist regime of East Germany.
They are derisively known np the "Red-laquered Razis.”

The lawyers' association, composed of men who had to flee
for their lives from the rod torror of Easst Germany, has re-
vealed that the president o Eist Germany's high court io a
former Nazl who Joined thaAﬁitle{ian party in 1937 and was
affilisted with one of ite uo--alled welfare organizations.
Another star in the collectilon of red-tinted Kazis 1s Pro-
fassor Herbert Krogier, a Tormsr member of the dle-hard 88
erganization, notorious fo 1t: brutality and Hitlerlan fana-
ticism. He now occuples the erlted post of Rector of the
Academy of Govermment and l.:gal Studles at Babelsberg.

The lawyers' sssoclation ooints out that a surprisingly
large number of members of “he higher teaching professions
has swung from national-scoilalise 40 international Commmnism.
The list shows that there nre 20 of them and that 11 have
been, or still are, rectory of Erst German universities or
other inatitutlions of higha” lasrning,

It has not been posginle oo interview any of these men
to talk about their surprliing conversion and thus dlscover
the real reason for thelr abJe:t conduct, It 4s possible
that 2 few of theﬁfma{ havae bewn sincere in their change of
political thinking, althoush 11 view of thelr past records
this 18 quite doubtful,

- It i3 far wmore likely thai cpportunism, combined with the
desire for survival at any orice, may have influsnced thess
former Nazis Ain thelr declaton tc work for their bitterest
enemies. It is slso a faqt that there are many opportunities
for people of even medlocr: intellectual stand! in Fest
@ermany because the zone ha: & serlous lack of intellectusnls,
teachers, doctors and sclantlsis, most of whom have long since
fled the Communist "parsais:” for West Germany.

Approved For Release 2000/09/13 : CIA-RDP78-02771R000100300003-2



Approved For Release 2000/09/13 : CIA-RDP78-02771R000100300003-2

It is well-known that tha only way to get along in a
Communist-dominated country 1s t¢ profess undying love of
Communiism, While the rewajy<s ‘“or dolng this may sometimes
pe grest, the obverse is d’ctinctly unplesasant and can easily
net & man who has the courppe ¢ stand by his bellefs a decade
or two behind the barbed wire of 3 forced labor camp, This
proves that it is far easir to switch one's loyaltles from
one dictatorship to anotheyr then 1t i3 to follow the more
difficult path of true dem-cra.lc alleglance, /

It ls, therefore, not surorising to learn that no less
than 47 of the 466 members of ~he People's Chamber, the
rubber-gtamp parlisment of lias. (armany, are men with Naui
records. In fac¢t, one of “liem, & Slezfried Dallmann, the
son of a psstor of Pomeranin, is Chairman of the Chamber's
Justice committee. Ancothe: cuistanding example is Professor
Xurt Saeuberlich, & former 33 .olonel and now a reputed Com-
munist activist who today Vear: the title of Hero of Labor.

One of the former Nazic ww has made the most spectacular
carser is the 4B.year 0ld Xims- (rossmann who 1s a member of
the Eagt German Party's Cepnral Committee, a member of parli-
ament, a Hero of Labor, the bherer of many Commmist decora-
tions and a close friend of Farty chief Walter Ulbricht,

In 1938, Grossmann was 2 merber of the Sudeten Cerman
Volunteer Corps, & terror vrganiration founded by the notorlous
Gauleiter Konrad Henlein., /,/ft:r the Anschluss between Cnech-
oslovakia and the Reich, G:oasnarn became a full-fledged member
of the Hitlerian party, gmiuating te the 3S~Death Head group
to become a guard at ﬁﬁe d:ad Sechsenhausen concentration
camp.

When disaster overtoo: Germgny in 1045, Oressmann "dis-
appeared,” soon to come to light again however in the East
Zone as & member of the Compwnist Party. In 1951, Oroasmann
came to the notice of Ulbr!cht who summoned him o0 Berlin and
gave him the task of formly; the first kolkhose in East Germany.
He is reported to have carried out his assigmment succesafully,
but brutally, for which he won several distinctions. Not
the least of these was the Tacti that the kolkhose he had
organized was named after “ltsr Ulbricht. For this, Grossmann
was named Hero of Labor an! recelved a bonus of 10,000 marks.
He developed his friendshi, with Tlbricht and finally climbad
to one of the tor rungs of the Communist hierarchic ladder by
beconing a member of the Contril Committee. In the winter of
1952 he accompanied Ulbrich: t> ¥oscow to attend the CP8U's
XIX Congreas and was presemtsd te 3talin,
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Srosemann's sensatlopall; successful career under the
Communlats, however, is n¢t tc the liking of all his present
comrades, not a few of whgr vere immptes of the Sachaenhausen
eonocentration camp while Groséma:n wus thelr guard, There
have been quite a number ¢f piotests and Ulbricht has fre-
gaﬁ:;s;iyg:ein very embarrassed Dy his friendship with this
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